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1, Population Decline

- Population shrinking and economy remaining lackluster, will Japan be able to keep 

its international standing as of now?

Japan’s Population, now 

125million, is projected to fall 

to 87 million in 2070

- Nippon.com, May ‘23
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Source: Yu KOREKAWA, National Institute of Population and Social Security Research

A Population Projection and International Migration of Japan, 2020~2070
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World Population and Japan’s Ranking 1950~2050
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Japan’s Marriage Cases Halved

Source: NHK

Japan’s Lifetime Unmarried  

Rates Rising

Male

Female
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Experts Warn of Eventual Extinction of Japan‘s Municipalities    April 25, 2024

Experts say 43 percent of Japan's more than 1,700 

municipalities could go extinct.
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2, Japan's GDP Slipped to the Fourth-Largest in the World in 2023

Source：Wikipedia, IMF estimates

GDP by Country, 2024



9Goldman Sachs projections
Visual Capitalist, 2023

The Top Economies in the World (2050, 2075)

2050 2075



GDPGDP per capita by Country/Territory in 2023

10



11

Japan: Distribution of GDP by Sectors
２０１８～２０２２

Largest Japanese companies by market 

capitalization

© 2024 CompaniesMarketcap.com
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Food Self-Sufficiency:
Japan Sets New Record Low 

for on a Production Value 

Basis、2023

While Japan’s food self-

sufficiency on a calorie basis 

remained unchanged at 38% 

in fiscal 2022, on a production 

value basis it fell by five 

percentage points to 58%, 

due to high prices for grain, 

feed, and fertilizer, in 

addition to the weak yen.



World Competitiveness Ranking – 35th in 2023 -
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The Use of Generative AI （２０２４）
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3, Japanese People 

10 Countries with the Most 

Nobel Prize Winners (1901-2023)
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Number of Patent Applications



Global Soft Power Index – 6th in 2024

Global Soft Power Index 

Weightings

In the U.S. News Best Countries 2023 ranking, Japan 

secures the 6th
position, behind Australia (5th) and the 

US (4th). Notably, Japan excels in two key 

areas: entrepreneurship (3rd) assessing technological 

expertise, digital infrastructure, and a skilled labor 

force; and cultural influence (5th), which analyzes 

trendiness, modernity, and strength of consumer brands. Source: TPBO(The Place Brand Observer)
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https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/rankings
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Japan Rises Slightly in 2024 Gender Gap Ranking



Percentage of Female Presidents in Japanese Private Companies
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（１０，０００ 

persons）
（per cent）
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How Many Days a Week Do You Eat Rice?

Almost everyday 4~5 days
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4, Culture and Social Issues

UNESCO List: World Heritage 

Sites in Japan

(Nippon.com, Japan Data）

https://www.nippon.com/en/series/japan-data/
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Young Japanese Concerned About Future as Country Slips in GDP Ranking
Feb 19, 2024

The survey, held online from December 1 to 4, 2023, targeted 1,000 young people aged 17 ~ 19.
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Many Japanese Teenagers Doubt Pensions Will Support Them in Old Age,
Nov 14, 2023

A Nippon Foundation survey asked 1,000 people aged 17 to 19 how they felt when they 

thought about their financial situation on reaching old age. It revealed that 60% of young 

men and 70% of young women were “concerned.”



In Japan, the law requires married couples to have the same surname,

and 95% of women change their surname
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Which surname have you chosen? 

Wife’s surname

Husband’s surname
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Top 10 Safest Countries in the World
(Global Peace Index — lower is better):

Japan has been in the top ten countries in the Global 

Peace Index for 15 years, consistently receiving high 

marks for low crime rates, minimal internal conflict, 

and virtually nonexistent political unrest. 

Japan's proximity to potentially hostile 

neighbors China and North Korea could become a 

threat to its safety at some point but has not thus far.

https://worldpopulationreview.com/continents/world
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/crime-rate-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/china
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/north-korea
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Record ¥4.4 Billion in Lost 

Cash Handed in to Tokyo 

Police in 2023, May 7, 2024

In 2023, ¥4.4 billion in lost cash 

was handed in to Tokyo police 

stations. A total of ¥8.0 billion 

was reported lost.
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The Nippon Foundation SPOGOMI World Cup 2025 Confirmed Number of 

Participating Countries Grows to over 30, 2024.10.01

Cleanliness: Japan’s Obsession

Among other reasons, spiritual origins of cleanliness are pointed out:  

Shintoism and Buddhism.
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Japan: Religious Affiliations (in 2021,  according to Statista 2024)

Shintoism Buddhism Christianity Others

Source: Religious affiliation in Japan 2021 Published by Aaron O'Neill, Aug 30, 2024

https://www.statista.com/aboutus/our-research-commitment/2127/aaron-oneill
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Source: Defense of Japan 2018

5, National Security 

External Threats to Japan

Russia

China 

North Korea
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Source: Ministry of defense, Sep.2024



34Source: NHK’s opinion poll in August 2024

Has the threat of nuclear weapons heightened?

Yes, very much Yes, to some extent 

Not at allNot too much

Don’t know

s

Yes, very much

Yes, to some extent 
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Japanese Atomic Bomb Survivors Win Nobel Peace Prize
BBC, 11 October 2024

Nihon Hidankyo, a Japanese group of atomic

 bomb survivors, has won the 2024 Nobel Peace Prize.

Known as hibakusha, the group is made up of survivors of the 1945 bombings of Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki. It has been recognised by the Norwegian Nobel Committee for efforts to rid 

the world of nuclear weapons.

Nobel Committee Chair Joergen Watne Frydnes said the group had "contributed greatly to 

the establishment of the nuclear taboo".

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/crg5lyd25jno
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/crg5lyd25jno
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